
 
 

A Gallery of Portraits from Francis The Journey and the Dream by Murray Bodo 
In his mind Francis kept little pictures of the first brother. They were frescoes he would like to have 

painted on the walls of the Porziuncola, the Little Portion, as he affectionately called his tiny church of St. 
Mary of the Angels. The colors would all be bright and cheerful and they would bring to life the poverty of 
Bernard of Quintavalle, the purity and simplicity of Leo, the chastity of Angelo, the intelligence and 
eloquence of Masseo, the mystical mind of Giles, the prayerful spirit of Rufino, the patience of Juniper, the 
strength of soul and body of John de Laudibus, the loving nature of Roger of Todi, the pilgrim soul of Lucidus. 
What a pantheon of perfection that would be. It would be a pageant in plaster of the Journey and the 
Dream. In these men everything Francis loved and believed in took flesh. And if anyone would want to come 
to the brothers and join their Order, then he must first look at these frescoes in detail to know what is 
expected of the ideal Lesser Brother.  

Francis would paint them so softly that no one would draw back in fear and say he could not live that 
heroically. No, he would say rather, “Would that God might grant me the calling to join hands with these 
happy, carefree men of God. For they speak truly to my heart of what I have always longed to become.” Oh, 
how great the hand of the artist that could make this merry company of brothers live forever, and how 
Francis wished he could be that blessed man and give that lovely gift to these his truest sharers in the 
Dream. But he could not paint, nor could he sculpt except with words. So, to Brother Leo he dictated a letter 
addressed to all brothers in which he described the ideal Lesser Brother, and in his letter the little frescoes 
came to life, and mentioned all ten brothers by name. He wanted all the brothers to know that the Dream 
could be lived and was in fact being lived right then in these imperfect, but faithful brothers. 

He saw the embarrassment of Leo's face the moment that he began to copy down Francis' words. But 
Francis would tolerate no opposition nor any scruple on any brother's part in this sacred matter touching the 
practicality of the Dream. He had heard too often the argument that no one could really live the Rule of Life 
that Jesus Himself had whispered in his ear. That real men were living it, he hoped would be enough to make 
people pause and think. And if they still mocked the Dream, then they had turned their hearts away from the 
witness of ten holy lives, and they were incapable of dreaming and longing and growing into the Ideal. 

To add to this from St. Francis, I ran across a saying from Matthew Kelly: 'The Voice of God never 
ceases in our lives; He just uses different channels.'        Janice Rybaski OFS minister. 

 

Growing up as an only child in Gallup, N.M., Fr. Murray Bodo, OFM, was always performing improvised skits for 

whoever would watch. It was not until he was in high school that he discovered poetry as a creative outlet. Following 

ordination on June 5, 1964, he continued his studies, then went on to teach at St. Francis Seminary and Duns Scotus 

College.  He served as Spiritual Director and did a lot of research and writing as well. In 1972 Murray, a teacher and an 

up-and-coming poet, went to Italy on a mission to write a book about St. Francis.  He produced a slim paperback of 

prose that defined his future and continues to inspire readers around the world in ways he could never have 

imagined.  That book was Francis: The Journey and the Dream. Murray’s work far surpassed the expectations of its 

author and its publisher (St. Anthony Messenger Press, now Franciscan Media). More than 200,000 copies have been 

sold in English, Spanish, German, Italian, Chinese, Maltese, Portuguese, Slovenian and Korean.  Asked if he ever tires 

of talking about it, like a rock star who’s always singing his greatest hit, Fr. Murray shakes his head no. “It always gives 

me an opportunity to talk about Francis, who along with Jesus is one of the passions of my life.” Forty years, dozens of 

books and hundreds of poems later, the work that is still most celebrated, most closely associated with its author is ,The 

Journey and the Dream now available in an anniversary hardback edition. Facing his 77th birthday in June, “It is like I 

did the book of my life at 35 years old,” Murray says. “Everything I have written since, its seed, its germ, are in that 

book. I smile at myself and wonder if I should have stopped there.” Fortunately for us, he did not.    (stanthony.org) 
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 Calendar of Events 
June 2021-month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
5th-St Boniface, Bishop, Martyr, died 754 
8th-Monthly Gathering-6PM-bag lunch-Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church Basement 
12th-profession anniversary-Leona Mattock 
13th-St Anthony of Padua, Priest, Franciscan 
First Order, died 1231 
14th-birthday-Charlotte VanRisseghem 
18th-birthday-Sr Maurita Bernett 
19th-birthday-Leona Mattock 
22nd-St Thomas More, Martyr, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1943 
24th-birth of St John the Baptist 
29th-Sts Peter and Paul-Holy Day of Obligation 
July 2021-month of the Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
1st-Feast of the Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ; St Junipero Serra, priest, died 1784 
2nd-Feast of the Visitation  
3rd-St Thomas, Apostle, Martyr, died 1st Century 
4th-St Elizabeth of Portugal, Virgin, Franciscan 
Third Order Secular, died 1336 
6th-St Maria Goretti, Virgin, Martyr, Franciscan Cord 
bearer, died 1274 
12th-birthday-Janet Berendt 

13th-Monthly Gathering-6PM-bag lunch-Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church Basement 
15th-St Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church, Franciscan First Order, died 1274 
22nd-St Mary Magdalen, Disciple, died 1st Cent. 
26th-profession anniversary-Karen Gross 
27th-birthday-Patty Commerford 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Miguel Jose Serra was born on the island of Majorca on November 24, 1713, and took the name of Junipero 

when in 1730, he entered the Franciscan Order. Ordained in 1737, he taught philosophy and theology at the 

University of Padua until 1749. 

   At the age of thirty-seven, he landed in Mexico City on January 1, 1750, and spent the rest of his life working 

for the conversion of the peoples of the New World. 

   In 1768, Father Serra took over the missions of the Jesuits (who had been wrongly expelled by the 

government) in the Mexican province of Lower California and Upper California (modern day California). An 

indefatigable worker, Serra was in large part responsible for the foundation and spread of the Church on the 

West Coast of the United States when it was still mission territory. 

   He founded twenty-one missions and converted thousands of Indians. The converts were taught sound 

methods of agriculture, cattle raising, and arts and crafts. 

   Junipero was a dedicated religious and missionary. He was imbued with a penitential spirit and practiced 

austerity in sleep, eating, and other activities. On August 28, 1784, worn out by his apostolic labors, Father 

Serra was called to his eternal rest. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II on September 25, 1988. His statue, 

representing the state of California, is in National Statuary Hall. His feast day is July 1. (catholic.org) 
 

Secular Franciscan Gathering – May 11, 2021 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement 6:00 PM 

Members present: Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Sue Zenzen, Janet Berendt, Patty Commerford, Rita 
Vosen, Charlotte Van Risseghem and David Czech.  
Excused: Pam Geyer.  Absent: Karen Gross.  
   Jan Rybaski opened with prayers from The Ritual 
at 6:30 PM.  Minutes of the last meeting were read 
and approved.  Treasurer’s report: $1,239.17 in the 
checking account, $117.80 for the India family.  Char 
will be sending $100 to them. 
   The Queen of Peace Regional meeting will be 
June 4-6, 2021 at Buffalo.  Jan Rybaski will be 
attending and will purchase 6 copies of “the Road to 
Interior Perfection” from Gordon Walker for our 
fraternity.  Motion to offer $60 was made by Patty 
Commerford, seconded by Sue Zenzen. 
   Our next visitation will be October 13, 2021 with 
Kathy Taormina, Pastoral and Tim Taormina, 
Fraternal representatives. 
   Sue Zenzen shared a detailed version of “The Our 
Father” and “Fraternity Life: A Spiritual Reality”, 
featuring the following aspects of fraternal life: 
Deepening our Franciscan Vocation, Growing in 
Fraternal Communion and Cultivating Universal 
Kinship. 
   Patty led the Crown Rosary.  She had made 
several crown rosaries, which were blessed at a 
recent Revealing of Relics in Gilman, and offered to 
our members. 
   Kathy provided a current listing of active, lapsed 
and Regional Council members. 
   Our next gathering will be June 8.  We will share 
desserts after a bag lunch.  Closing prayers from The 
Ritual at 7:45 PM.  
 Submitted by Janet Berendt, OFS secretary 
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